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Here  we  go  again!   We are  beyond  excited  to  introduce our 
Spring lineup of Fantastic, Fabulous and of course, Gorgeous 
selection of Rare & Heirloom chickens.  While we will con-
tinue to offer our regular “Hits” (Ameraucana, English Orp-

ington,  Svart  Hona) 
we have added a few 
new  “tunes”  to  our 
playlist!  

Our  breeding  Con-
dos are all set up and 
our  newlyweds  are 
getting  comfortable 
w i th  the i r  ne w 
arrangements.  What 
you  can  expect  for 
Spring:   Amerau-

cana, Orust, Svart Hona  as well as:

English  Orpington  colors:   Isabel,  Lavender,  Lavender 
Mottled, Lemon Buff,  Porcelain (Blue and Lavender) Splash. 

Bantam  Cochin  in  both  Smooth  AND Frizzle!   These 
adorable and sweet little birds are a farm favorite. Easy on the 
yard, take up little space and lay eggs like little rock stars.  
What ’s  not  to  lo ve?                                                                                       
Erminette: To say we are honored to offer this incredibly 
rare    and exquisite  breed is  and understatement!   We re-
ceived our breeding stock this past Spring from a fellow poul-
try  school  colleague  of  Lisa’s.   Matt,  from Smokey  Buttes 
Ranch has been working on this rare breed for several years.  
While there is little “good” information on this once almost 
extinct breed, we invite you to take a look at the wonderful 
information from Matt’s farm!  SmokyButtesRanch.com  We 
will be offering a very limited number of chicks this Spring. 
To be added to the wait list, please contact the farm! 
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The Art of 
Chicken Keeping:

keeping
ˈkiːping 
noun

The action or fact of owning, 
maintaining, or protecting 

something.
"the keeping of chickens"

synonyms: safe keeping, 
care, custody, charge, keep, 
possession, trust, protection, 

safeguard; guardianship, 
trusteeship, tutelage, super-

vision, protectorship
(Webster’s dictonary) 

As Chicken Keepers, we of-
ten underestimate the 

amount of love and care we 
provide to our flocks. We 
provide love and care be-

cause, the practice of good 
husbandry just becomes part 
of who we are, once we own 
chickens.  Those of us who 
care for or “keep” chickens, 
would be hard pressed to 

imagine a life without the an-
tics, enjoyment and wonder-
ment of owning such delight-

ful creatures.  
So, here’s to you fellow 

chicken keepers!  
Keep on keeping!

http://SmokyButtesRanch.com
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UP YOUR CHICKEN KEEPING GAME with a few GOOD HUSBANDRY TIPS for winter care:


Supplemental Light: My take on supplemental light is NO.  Chickens, especially heritage 
breed layers, do best when they are permitted to go through their natural laying cycles; 
which include periods of rest.  Supplemental light will force them to lay and can burn them 
out before their time.  In addition, chickens natural circadian sleep cycle is disturbed if they 
are forced to remain in light all day and night.  Not only is it unnatural, it is cruel to force 
something so unnatural.  In addition, keeping bright lights on for an unnatural amount of 
time can lead to feather picking and fighting, which can disturb the harmony of the entire 
flock.  Good chicken keepers agree; let the chicken’s  natural cycle occur.  The ladies need a 
resting period if they are to perform at their best come Spring.  


Provide Walk Ways and Snow Free Paths: Chickens have very sensitive feet and walk-
ing on snow is the same for them as it would beif we were to walk on snow in bare feet; awful and 
painful.  For this reason, I like to shovel a pathway and lay fresh straw.  Even a small area where they 
can walk and just be outside is sufficient.  Since the ground is frozen, there is not the temptation to 
scratch and peck but your flock will enjoy being outside., even for brief periods.  My preferred straw 
type is Wheat Straw.  A nice bale of wheat straw will contain the wheat heads and seeds, which your 
flock will enjoy pecking, scratching and finding the wheat seed treasures.  Once the straw becomes 
heavily soiled or wet, remove immediately!  WET STRAW SHOULD NEVER BE LEFT DOWN!!  
This does require work but nobody ever claimed farming, even chickens, is always equivalent to 
skipping through the daisies. Once you have established a path, it is relatively easy to maintain all 
winter.

Deep Litter Method:  In a word, DON’T.   To think about a chicken’s respiratory system, 
one would wonder why anyone would think keeping dirty, ammonia filled litter in a coop that 
is more closed up than ever in the winter, would ever be a good idea. Soiled shavings can 
also be a breeding ground for bacteria.  Add that to an already closed up coop and a whole 
host of problems can arise. If bedding smells bad, it is bad for your flock.  Allowing your 
birds to stay on a pile of smelly, old shavings is unsanitary and unhealthy. Our belief and 
what we practice with our flocks, are regular weekly cleanings of every stall and coop.  Re-
move soiled bedding and replace with fresh bedding as needed.  Your birds will be healthier 
and happier! 


With a little bit of preparation and a whole bunch of love, your chickens will stay healthy 
and happy all winter.  As always, we available to for help, advice or guidance.  


An abundance of Blessings to you and your flock this holiday season
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